Chemistry I
Chemistry Team: Byrum, Green, Kinslow, Seng, Emerson, Progar


Instructor: Ms. Geriann Progar 
E-mail: geriann_progar@charleston.k12.sc.us  

Office Hours:  Mon/Wed 3:45-4:30, Thursday 7:45-8:30 am in H-207
Course Description:  All of the world around you is composed of chemicals.  Everything that you use, eat, buy, or touch is a chemical.  This course will help you understand common day-to-day phenomena.  Most environmental, technological, medical and biological phenomena are chemical in nature.  Products that you use and the waste that you generate affect the world around you.  It is important to your future that you make informed decisions and not have to rely solely on the opinions of “experts.”  It is very likely that your career will involve science, math and technology and will require that you be chemically literate.  This course is designed to prepare you to enter college chemistry and give you the background for technical programs at the vocational level.  In addition, it will be a preparation for higher level thinking and problem solving skills that are required in college and the jobs of the future.

Topics to be covered include the periodic table, naming compounds and writing chemical formulas, chemical equations and reactions, bonding, calculation of chemical quantities, stoichiometry, properties and behaviors of gases and solutions, thermochemistry, and nuclear chemistry. 

Major Course Projects and Instructional Activities:

Tests: (50 % of the 9 weeks average) Tests will be given at the end of a unit and represent student knowledge for the topic. There will be between 4-6 tests given per 9 week period.

Quizzes: (20 % of the 9 weeks average) Quizzes are given frequently over the course content. Some are announced, some will be unannounced. Students should be prepared for a quiz every day (study daily).

Labs: (20 % of the 9 weeks average) Major laboratory experience will include a written lab report that represents students understanding of the lab and the data collected during the lab.  

Daily Classwork and Homework: (10 % of the 9 weeks average) Short assignments done in class and daily homework assignments completed outside of class.  Late homework will not be accepted unless the absence is approved by the attendance office (Students are expected to follow all school and school district policies).
The average of two 9-weeks grades will count for 80% of the final course grade and the final exam given at the end of the semester will count for the remaining 20% of the final grade.  There are no test corrections and no extra credit projects.
Wando High School Grading Scale and Exam Exemption Policy:
♦  A: 100-90 

♦  B: 80-89 

♦  C: 70-79 

♦  D: 60-69 

♦  F: 59 and Below 
Materials needed: Students MUST have all materials in class every day.  Students must have a scientific calculator (One that can do exponential equations – it does not have to be a TI-83 or advanced calculator), a spiral notebook dedicated to chemistry, a laboratory notebook, Agenda/planner and a pencil/pen. 
Absences/Missed Assignments, Quizzes, Tests:

When you return to school following an absence, YOU MUST TURN IN A NOTE to the attendance office within 3 days. For verified absences, the missing assignments must be made up within 5 schools days, or you will receive a 0 for the assignments. Unverified absences will result in a maximum grade of 51 for all completed assignments including tests. If you are absent for a quiz or test, you are expected to take the test/quiz on the day you return to class. Be prepared. 

Classroom Policies:

♦  Everyone is expected to be in their seats preparing to start class before the tardy bell rings.  When the bell rings, students should complete daily bell work. Homework and other assignments will be due shortly after the bell.
♦  Mutual respect is required at all times. Everyone’s opinions and contributions in class are welcomed.  When    someone else is talking you must be courteous. Treat others as you wish to be treated.
♦  Come to class prepared with all your materials.  You will need to bring your spiral, composition notebook, binder, calculator, agenda, and pen to class every day.  There will be no loaner calculators available.
♦   All students will wait for specific instructions before entering the lab.  No student should use the sinks, gas jets, safety shower or emergency eye wash unless you have permission from the instructor.

♦   Safety rules must be followed at ALL times.  The rules are in place to ensure that every student in the room is as safe as possible in all situations.
Academic Honesty:  We expect you to abide by the principle:  "To be faithful, honest, and sincere in every act and purpose and to know that honorable failure is better than success by unfairness or cheating."  I will assume the best about you until you prove otherwise through your actions or non-actions.  Controlling your actions is the most important way to communicate your values. 

**Please encourage your student to REVIEW DAILY, as Chemistry is a cumulative course that can become overwhelming for students, particularly if a student does not keep up early on.  AS SOON AS A STUDENT IS UNSURE OF A CONCEPT, I strongly advise extra help during my office hours or through NHS, Academic Saturday School, or peer tutors. 

I have read and understand what is expected of me/my student in Ms. Progar’s Chemistry class.

Student _____________________________
Parent/Guardian ___________________________  Date _________


  (Print Name) 





      (Print Name)





Student _____________________________
Parent/Guardian ___________________________ 



   (Signature) 





        (Signature) 
The superintendent may exempt from final examinations only seniors enrolled in courses earning a full Carnegie unit both first and second semesters for high school diploma credit who have an average of 90 or above for the second semester course, effective August 19, 2016. All underclassmen students will take final examinations. The superintendent may not exempt students from final advanced placement examinations, state end of course examinations, or one-semester one-half Carnegie unit course examinations.









